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Dear Reader,

It is a the pleasure to introduce and present to you the first

edition of the newsletter of the Regional Centre for

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (RCREEE).

This issue n¡1 comes six months after the establishment

of RCREEE. It intends to give an overview of the set-up of

the Centre, its mission, its scope of work and its activities

which were carried out in the time period from September

2008 to February 2009.

This first issue focuses in particular on the first Board of

Trustees which took place in Cairo from Feb 2 to 5, 2009.

At the meeting the members of the RCREEE Executive

Committee were appointment. In addition, the participants

and guests engaged in a discussion on the regulatory

framework of green electricity production and the potentials

of the Mediterranean Solar Plan. Finally, this no. 1 introduces

the RCREEE the project team, the website of RCREEE,

and the first flyer which was published to disseminate

information about the Centre and its status and activities.
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Content of this Issue

RCREEE was set up on basis of the Cairo declaration,

signed by the member states on June 25, 2008. RCREEE

grew out of the conviction that the promotion of

renewable energies and energy efficiency requires a

co-ordinated effort in the MENA region. The promotion

of renewable energies and energy efficiency is high on

the political agenda in all member states. However, the

member states felt the need for a platform to exchange

ideas and experiences (Òlessons learnedÓ) and to co-

ordinate policies on the regional level.

The overall objectives of RCREE shall be to diffuse the

implementation of cost-effective renewable energy and

energy efficiency policies, strategies and technologies

in the Arab region, and to increase the share of

renewable energy and energy efficiency products and
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services in and from MENA countries on the global

market. RCREEE has ten founding members, including

Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Syria, Lebanon,

Palestine, Jordan and Yemen.

Egypt, Germany, Denmark and the EU have pledged to

provide financial and technical assistance to RCREEE

with an aggregate value of EUR 15 million during the initial

five years (2008 to 2012). The financial support shall help

RCREEE to build a sustainable operation. Egypt has

agreed to host the Centre, whose Headquarters are in

Nasr City Ð Cairo.

RCREEE is a policy think tank which is dedicated to the

promotion of renewable energies and energy efficiency. As

a policy research institution, it focuses in particular on

improving the regulatory framework. Its goal is to develop

and disseminate policies which are favourable for renewable

energies and energy efficiency, and which further support

the growth of a regional industry in that area. In addition,

RCREEE supports pilot projects in order to prove new

technologies in the field of RE and EE and offers training

courses in selected areas.

RCREEE É General outline (continue) The activities of RCREEE comprise the areas Policies,

Research and Development (R&D) and Public Private

Partnership (PPP):

(i) RE and EE Policies: RCREEE supports the

formulation and dissemination of policies aiming at

the promotion of renewable energies and energy

efficiency. RCREEE believes that the regulatory

framework plays a decisive role in the promotion of

renewable energies and energy efficiency and that

an important component of any policy process is to

engage in a regional dialogue and to build a network

of regional actors.

(ii) R&D: RCREEE supports the development of new

technologies in the field of renewable energies and

energy efficiency. RCREEE assists in formulating a

supportive regulatory framework for research,

encourages co-operation within the region and with

the EU. Moreover RCREEE can support projects

employing innovative technology and pilot studies.

(iii)  PPP: RCREEE encourages the private sector to

actively participate and play a leading role in the

development and production of renewable energies

and energy efficiency. RCREEE supports private sector

participation through the formulation and promotion of

respective policies. In addition, RCREEE organises

match making events that bring together public and

private sector actors both from the region and the EU.

RCREEE is dedicated to making a difference and focuses

on such projects which produce concrete results. The

quality of any research produced by RCREEE is judged

on basis of whether it can be implemented on the

operative level.
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The RCREEE Interim Secretariat has commenced

operation on 1st of September 2008.

During that time period, the work of the Interim Secretariat

was supported by the RCREEE Task force, in which the

host country Egypt (through NREA) as well as the other

sponsors (Germany, Denmark and the EU) are represented.

The RCREEE Interim Secretariat carried out the following

activities:

- Development of governance structure and legal set

up of RCREEE,

- Office set up,

- Design of home page (www.rcreee.org),

- RCREEE proposed studies in the following areas:

1. Mediterranean Solar Plan

2. Economical, Technological and Environmental

Impact Assessment of National Regulations and

Incentives for RE/ EEÓ.

- RCREEE actively participated in a number of

international events:

1. TERNA Conference on Wind Energy in

Emerging   Markets, 18 September 2008 in Berlin

(http://www.gtz.de/en/themen/umweltinfrastruktur/

energie/6657.htm)

2. Enviro Algeria, October 19 to 21, 2008 in Alger,

3. Preparation Conference of the Mediterranean

Solar Plan, October 28 to 29, 2008 in Paris.

4. Actim, December 2, 2008 in Cairo.

5. Mashraq Gas Network (www.eamgcc.org).

6. Monthly Egyptian WEC, February 15, 2009.

In addition, RCREEE is closely co-operating and co-ordinating

with the Egyptian German High Level Joint Committee on

Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Environmental

Protection (ãJCEEÒ Ð www.jcee-eg.net)  and the EU funded

Euro-Mediterranean Energy Market Integration project (ãMED

EMIPÒ www.medemip.eu).

RCREEE Activities
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1. Governance Structure

RCREEE is an independent regional organization with legal

personality and international legal status.

It has the following bodies:

- The Board of Trustees, which is the supreme body of

RCREEE.

- The Executive Committee that shall implement the policy

of the Board of Trustees.

-  The Secretariat headed by the Executive Director that

shall be in charge of running of the Centre
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2. BOT meeting

The first RCREEE BoT meeting was held in Cairo from 2-

5 February 2009. The program also included a round table

on the Mediterranean Solar Plan and Energy law on the

Feb. 4 and a visit to the wind firm Zafarana on Feb. 5.

H.E. Dr. Hassan Younes, Minister of Electricity and

Energy in Egypt, opened the session in presence of the

German Ambassador, and representatives of the Danish

embassy and the EU Delegation in Cairo as well as

representatives of the member states of the Mashrek

and the Maghreb countries (Syrian and Tunisian

Ambassadors).

Representatives of 10 Member
States

Executive Committee
5 representatives (Maghreb/Mashreq/host country

plus two from the private sector)

Secretariat
Director

Two Deputies,
composition to reflect the regional character of the centre

(Maghreb/Mashreq/host country)
and the required expertise (RE/EE, R&D, PPP)

Staff

Board of Trustees (ÒBoTÓ)

Advisory Members

10
Correspondents

(One for each
Member State
Nominated by

the BoT

Eminent persons
(no voting rights)

Development partners
(no voting rights)



The recommendations of the BoT meeting to the RCREEE

Interim Secretariat are as follows:

- Develop the financial and organizational regulations

necessary for the implementation of the RCREEE Charta

and their approval by the Board of Trustees.

- Negotiate and sign with the Government of the host country

(Egypt) an agreement to confer international legal status

on the centre.

- Approve to extend the interim secretariat of the Centre

until signing of the headquarter agreement.

3. Round Table

The Regional Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy

Efficiency (RCREEE) convened a conference on green

electricity production in the MENA region on February 4, 2009

in Cairo. The event, which was attended by more than 70 high

level participants from Egypt and other countries of the MENA

region, was the first in a series of events which aim at enhancing

the discussion in the field of renewable energies. They show

the strength of RCREEE as a regional policy platform which

brings together experts from the region.

The morning session was devoted to present the Mediterranean

Solar Plan. This plan advances the idea to have a significant

amount of renewable energy power stations at the southern

side of the Mediterranean in place. The study of the use of

the EU policy initiative to promote renewable energy based

electricity generation in the MENA countries was presented.

As conclusions, it was emphasised, that there is a need of

integration at all levels, of a roadmap which defines goals and

phases of implementation, of technology transfer and of secure

and adequate financing.

In the afternoon session a round table with representatives from

the member states, politicians and private sector representatives

from the region was organized in order to promote further

discussion and knowledge exchange among the participants.

http://www.rcreee.org/library.asp?pageID=4&SubPageID=7

RCREEE - News (continue) 4.   Zafarana Trip

On Feb. 5, 2009, NREA invited the participants to visit

Zafarana where a wind farm of 375MW capacity is installed

as the largest of its kind in Africa and the Middle East.

The participants were welcomed by Eng. Abderrahman

Salah Eddin - the Chairman of NREA Ð and Eng. Leila

Georgy, Deputy Chairman of NREA.

A presentation on the current situation and the future

program of wind energy was presented by the engineers

responsible for the site. The Egyptian Government plans

to implement 7200MW by 2020 through 600 MW per

year.
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Solar Thermal Applications in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon,

Palestine and Syria - Solar Water Heaters, Private

Sector Needs, and Framework Conditions on March

24 Ð 25, 2009 in Cairo

As SWHs are regarded as one of the major solar energy

application in the MENA region, The Regional Centre for

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (RCREEE) in

cooperation with GTZ Regional Promotion of Technology

and Innovation for SME project in Syria and GTZ Private

Sector Development Program in Egypt,

Events



organized the Solar Thermal Applications Workshop which

served as a showcase for many of the procedures that

private businesses and governments are undertaking to

address the tools of SWHs market improvement. Experts

in solar thermal technologies and their applications, as well

as public sector representatives and representatives from

the private sector, finance and policy participated in the

workshop. The 24th morning session focused on the

experiences in SWHs promotion and market evolution within

the Mashreq countries. In addition, two workgroups discussed

the two main topics of the workshop: Private sector needs

as well as framework conditions in the afternoon session.

Results show that in spite of the needed infrastructures for

promoting SWHs, a market in the region is existent, the

local markets still are relatively weak due to the lack of the

implementation bodies and the active communication

between the involved entities. Suggestions concentrated

on establishing national networks including public and

private sector as well as R&D institutions and business

organizations, this network will come up with a clear strategy

to disseminate SWHs in the region. In the second day the

participants visited SWHs testing facilities at the New and

Renewable Energy Agency (NREA) in Cairo and a

specialized presentation about SWHs testing and certification

in Egypt was presented. All the participants were very

satisfied with the activities and the outputs of the workshop

and hoped that the organizers will follow up to activate the

results and have them implemented.
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Events (continue) CDM Workshop -  March 23 Ð 25, 2009

RCREEE, represented by Ms. Amel BIDA, has participated

in the workshop on CDM projects organized  by the Egyptian

German Joint  Commitee on Renewable Energy, Energy

Efficiency, and Environmental Protection (JCEE) in Cairo

from March 23 - 25, 2009.

The workshop was held by the consultancy ÇPerspectives

Cimate ChangeÈ, and convened participants from EEAA,

NREA, NCPC and RCREEE.

The objective of the workshop  was to increase the number

of experts from different organizations in Egypt capable of

preparing the CDM project documentation.

The program covered various topics in the field of CDM,

such as the basic mechanism, the methodologies of baseline,

the project cycle, the project design document, the validation

process,

the methodological tools used for demonstration and the

assesment of additionality, and an overview of the status

of  CDM projects until February 2009.

The consultants from Perspectives met the RCREEE Interim

Secretariat, jointly with Dr. Paul Suding, the GTZ long term

expert at JCEE (www.jcee-eg.net), on March 30, 2009 to discuss

the matter of how the MENA region could further develop the

CDM activities and increase the number of CDM projects.

- June 28, RCREEE / MED-EMIP Side Event at occasion

of IRENA conference.

- June 29 Ð 30, Meeting of the preparatory committee of

the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA).

- November 2, BoT meeting in Amman/Jordan.

- November 28, 5th MENAREC Conference in Marrakesh,

Morocco.

Up coming Event 2009




